
$25M 
goal

$5M 
raised

A Newsletter for the Ocean County College Foundation 
Vol. 3: No. 2  •  October 2025

T
H

E &

“  While our impact has been significant, there is much 
more to do. The landscape of higher education continues 
to evolve right before our eyes. A college degree, vocational 
certificate and opportunities to expand one’s personal 
knowledge base has never been more important in 
ensuring continued individual and professional success 
in today’s world. ”
- David C. Wintrode,  
  Campaign Chair

A MESSAGE FROM THE OCC FOUNDATION  
There’s something special about the start of a new semester. It’s 
in the air – anticipation, new possibilities, the sense that great 
things lie ahead. 

That same energy drives us every day at the Foundation.

Walking across campus these first few weeks, seeing students 
reconnect and greeting the newest members of our OCC family, I 
felt the same sense of belonging that surely inspires our support-
ers to give. Ocean County College is part of our community and 
touches the lives of so many. Supporting OCC means investing 
in our own future. 

This year brings an especially meaningful milestone as our Legacy 
campaign reaches an incredible $5 million in gifts and pledges. It’s 
a true testament to what we can achieve together, from capital 
projects like the Grunin Center Lobby Expansion, now underway, 
to creating new opportunities for members of our community to 
connect – the Viking 5K Fun Run, impactful Blauvelt speakers, our 
holiday concert featuring Chris Botti, and so much more. 

As we look forward to the exciting moments ahead, I can’t wait to 
welcome all of the members of our OCC family, old and new, includ-
ing generous partners like the H. Hovnanian Family Foundation, 
who make our work possible. In short, thank you for all that you 
do to enrich our college community.

 Executive Director  
Kenneth J. Malagiere

LEGACY CAMPAIGN  
“BY THE NUMBERS”
Together, we have raised over 
$5 million in pledges toward our 
$25 million campaign goal. 
 
Thank you for your support!



In 2019, the OCC Foundation Board honored  
The Hovnanian Foundation with its Humanitarian 
Award, noting, “Ocean County has been fortunate  

to have the vision, talent and generosity of  
Hirair Hovnanian play a part in the shaping  
of Ocean County’s past, present and future.

The H. Hovnanian Family 
Foundation, established in 
1986 by American-Armenian 
philanthropists Hirair and Anna 
Hovnanian, has long been a 
champion for education and 
student success at Ocean County 
College. Hirair Hovnanian, 
founder and president of 
Hovsons, Inc., was an innovative 
homebuilder and a pioneer of 
large-scale senior living commu-
nities. Over the course of more 
than 50 years, Hirair’s business 
ventures grew to include health 
care facilities, retail centers, 
office complexes, rental apart-
ments, and even a mining enter-
prise. Hirair and his beloved wife, 
Anna, were deeply committed 
to charitable and civic causes 
and channeled their business 
success into meaningful philan-
thropy through their foundation. 
 
Since its inception, the H. 
Hovnanian Family Foundation 
has given more than $97 mil-
lion to charitable organiza-
tions, nonprofit institutions, 
and individuals in the form of 
scholarships. The Foundation 
has been a vital partner to Ocean 
County College, its contributions 
supporting capital projects and 
educational programs that have 
steadily advanced the growth 
of the college. Today, under the 
leadership of Hirair’s daughter 
Edele, the H. Hovnanian Family 
Foundation continues its mis-
sion of supporting health, educa-
tional, and charitable programs 
throughout New Jersey. One of 
its most significant contribu-
tions to OCC came in 2018, with 
a transformative $3.75 million 
gift that supported scholarships 
and workforce education grants 
as well as the construction of a 
new health sciences building on 
the college’s main campus. The 
47,000-square-foot H. Hovnanian 
Health Sciences Building fea-
tures state-of-the-art nursing 
skills labs and equipment, 

four sophisticated simulation 
labs, and specialized rooms for 
health care training in CPR and 
phlebotomy, just to name a few.  

The impact has been profound, 
according to Tracy Walsh, dean 
of OCC’s nursing program. The 
advanced simulation technology 
provides the critical hands-on 
practice essential for student 
success and professional cre-
dentialing, while the expanded 
space provides areas for col-
laboration, enabling students 
to study together and work as 
teams. And it’s not only the 
students who benefit. The 
expanded space and upgraded 
technology allow faculty to 
conduct more comprehensive 
assessments and accurately 
measure student outcomes.  

Since the opening of the new 
building, OCC’s nursing program 
has continued to thrive. With 
the Foundation’s support, the 
program consistently achieves 
outstanding outcomes: NCLEX 
scores that exceed national aver-
ages, a 100% job placement rate 
for graduates, and in 2024, the 
program received the maximum 
eight-year reaccreditation, with 
no areas requiring improvement. 
Demand remains strong, with 
a waitlist for enrollment and 
year-over-year increases in stu-
dent retention. This continued 
growth reflects the Hovnanian 
Foundation’s ongoing com-
mitment to meeting evolving 
healthcare education needs 
and exemplifies how strategic 
philanthropy can create lasting 
educational impact – not only 
by adding new buildings to the 
campus, but by transforming 
OCC’s capacity to serve our com-
munity for generations to come.

A  FA M I LY  L E G A C Y   
THE H. HOVNANIAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

2    October 2025



2025, Ocean County College Nursing Graduates

1986, Hirair and Anna Hovnanian, Joseph Citta, Barbara and William Hiering

2018, H. Hovnanian Health Sciences Building

“  The OCC Foundation Legacy Campaign partners the long-standing support of our donors 	
         with the future aspirations of our students, ensuring Ocean County College will always  
         be a pillar of educational advancement in our community. ” - OCC President Pamela Monaco

SAVE THE DATE!
UPCOMING EVENTS

PRESENTED BY

T H E N     N O W 
 
The H. Hovnanian Health Sciences Building is on 
the brink of a new expansion which will bring even 
more opportunities for students in Ocean County. 
The renovations, scheduled to begin this fall, will 
enable Ocean County College to offer new major 
programs in high-demand health care careers. 
Watch the OCC Foundation web page for updates!
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ANNUAL  
SCHOLARSHIP CELEBRATION

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026 

6:00 p.m.

MARGARET ATWOOD
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026 

6:00 p.m.

CONCERT EVENT
to Benefit the Students  

of Ocean County College

CHRIS BOTTI
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025 

7:00 p.m.

MINI GOLF TOURNAMENT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026 

6:00 p.m.

BASIL CAMU
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025 

11:00 a.m.

A  
CONVERSATION  

WITH
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https://www.ocean.edu/about-us/news/?posttype=ocean-views&postdate=&search=


SHARE YOUR LEGACY STORY ...

Do you have a personal memory from OCC history?  
We want to hear from you! Send an email to Foundation@ocean.edu

FALLEN PHRASE
Complete the puzzle by filling each space  
with a letter from the column beneath.

Gifts to the Ocean County College Foundation help our students  
today and in the future. Your support makes a tremendous difference.  
To donate, call (732) 255-0492 or visit our website at occfoundation.org

JOIN THE LEGACY CAMPAIGN ...

Name: Class: Date:

Fallen Phrase

Complete the puzzle by filling each space with a letter from the column beneath. 
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fallen-phrase www.edu-games.org
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ANSWERS:

Answer Sheet
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